
 
 
 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
On Sunday, August 28, Pastor Erika Uthe, assistant to the 
Bishop, led members of our congregation in a time of 
reflection and goal-setting. She had each of us finish the 
statement, “God’s purpose for our church is…”  Then Pastor 
Uthe had us break into groups and form a group response to 
the same question. Here’s what we came up with:  
 
Individual responses: 
Making disciples 
Worshipping the Holy Trinity! 
Invite others to join us! 
Be faithful, obey don’t give up; read the Bible; be patient and 
loving 
Share God’s love with others by talking to neighbors, offering 
help, making donations 
Teach us about Bible teachings and Jesus’ role in our life 
To be a hospital for the sick of heart – to come for family, to 
be a safe place where the “poor” in spirit can come to seek 
His face and grow; also a place to fellowship and encourage 
one another and most of all a place where people can meet 
Christ, our Risen Lord and Savior. 
To reach out and educate others about God’s work 
Share the word 
To reach out to all and to grow and learn in our faith 
Spread the word throughout our community 
To show love, faith and happiness in sharing His word 
Provide a welcome environment for all to come to worship, 
pray and praise together, and reach out to all people 
To have a place to pray together, learn together, have 
fellowship together, and give back to God what he has given 
us 
Outreach to people in need and support those in crisis 
through prayer and love 
Welcome ALL who call upon the Lord. Do God’s work in our 
community 
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His will be done! 
Help and comfort those in need  
Further our faith in God 
To unite all of those who believe in Christ to follow Jesus’ 
teachings and bring other non-believers into their flock 
To be a beacon of hope and a place of safety/rest/sanctuary 
– for the people in our rural community / Henry County 
For our members to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to 
spread God’s love and grace 
Show love, help and above all to show that our faith in Jesus 
shows through in all we do 
 
Group responses: 
To reunite the ones here and to reach out to others 
Sharing God’s word  
Caring through God’s Love 
Living as God’s people 
To be His hands and feet in our world 
Make disciples 
To reach out to others and revealing God’s love by 
worshipping together, praying together, and communing 
together 
To be welcoming in love, teach in love and grow in love  
 
What would you add to the list? I shared these responses 
with the Congregation Council at our last meeting, and asked 
the Council to use them as a guide in setting goals for the 
coming year. I would appreciate everyone’s feedback as we, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, set the future path of 
Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church. Please share your 
thoughts with me, or a member of the Council. 
 
Love in Christ, 

 
Pastor Mark  

 
 
 
 



Worship Schedule 
Sundays in October 

   8:30 a.m.  Confirmation in the parsonage 

   9:00 a.m.  Adult Sunday School in the church lower level  

   9:00 a.m.  Sunday School in the church lower level 

    9:15 a.m.  Choir Rehearsal and sing in church 

   (October 23 & 30) 

 10:00 a.m.  Worship 
 

 October 2  Now the Feast and Celebration 

 October 23 Chicago Folk Service 

 October 30 Reformation Sunday 
 

Wednesdays in October 
   9:15 a.m. Rachel Circle at the museum (October 26) 

   2:00 p.m. Mary Martha at the museum (October 26) 

   7:00 p.m.  Women’s Bible Study in the church lower level 
 

Congregational Meeting:  
Sunday, October 2, 2016 immediately following worship. The 
order of business is to elect the Nominating Committee. 

 
Congregation Council and  

Church Finance Notes 
The Council met on Thursday, September 15, 2016. The next 
regular Council meeting will be Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 
7:00 p.m. The Council meeting minutes are posted on the 
bulletin board in the church narthex (entryway). Council 
minutes are also available in the church office.  
 
Financial Report as of September 27, 2016: 

Giving  $153,878.42 
Expenses $142,062.93 
Mission Support $12,892.71 
 ($1,077.22) 

 
Any church committee meeting may be attended by anyone. 
You do not have to be a member of that group to attend their 
meeting. We encourage you to attend the meeting(s) of your 



choice. All committees will meet in the church lower level 
unless otherwise stated. 
If you have any concerns regarding any of the committees, 
please direct them to a committee member, especially the 
council representative to that committee.  

 
Social Ministry Food Drive 

During the month of October the Social Ministry will collect 
food and cash donations for the Fellowship Cup. Items most 
requested include the following: stuffing, gravy, instant mashed 
potatoes, canned pie filling, canned meat, canned fruit, baked 
beans, soup, and macaroni and cheese. You may make a food 
donation by placing them in the boxes in the narthex 
(entryway) or back entry; or place your check marked “food 
drive” in the collection plate any Sunday during October. 

 
Through December the Social Ministry Committee is 
encouraging the support of “Domestic Violence Intervention 
Program (DVIP)”. Domestic Violence Intervention Program 
provides support and resources to individuals battered by their 
intimate partner in Southeast Iowa. All services are free and 
confidential.  
 
We will receive financial donations for this ministry throughout 
this quarter. Please note in the memo of your check “Domestic 
Violence Intervention Program (DVIP).” We will also be 
collecting the following items for DVIP from October 16 - 
December 31: laundry soap, dish soap, sponges, all-purpose 
cleaner, diapers, baby wipes, household items, gift cards, body 
soap, shampoo, and conditioner. There will be a box for these 
items in the narthex (entryway).Thank you for your support of 
this worthwhile mission! 
 
The next Social Ministry Committee is Wednesday, October 19 
at 7:00 p.m. in the church lower level. 

 

Nominating Committee 
Elections will occur after church during the congregational 
meeting on Sunday, October 2nd. If you would like to vote for 
the Nominating Committee just stay in your seat after worship. 
 



Sunday School 
Sunday School is in full swing! We had a GREAT turn out for 
Rally Sunday! Thank you moms, dad, grandparents, for 
bringing the kids to the parish hall that day and to Sunday 
School! We couldn’t do it without your support. 

 

After warming up with a little 
dancing and singing, the kids made 
thank you cards and “survival kits” 
for local first responders in honor 
of the September 11th Anniversary. 
These kits will be distributed to 
members of the Olds Volunteer 
Fire Department and Henry 
County Sheriff’s Department 
during the Luther League dinner 
on September 27th. The kids did an 
awesome job with their thoughtful 
and colorful cards.   

 
The fall Sunday School lessons will continue to lead us through 
the life of Jesus. We’ve studied Jesus as a 
child in September, as he met Simeon & 
Anna, and learned about his baptism. In 
October, our lessons take us through Jesus’ 
battle with the devil, as Satan tempts him in 
the wilderness, then we’ll learn about Jesus 
calling the disciples, performing his first 
miracle and visiting with Nicodemus at night. 
Lessons are interactive with music videos, 
crafts, science experiments and, most 
importantly, “digging in” to the Bible.   

 

All Sunday School Families are Invited to a fun afternoon 

at HARVESTVILLE FARM on Sunday October 23rd. 
We’ll enjoy all the fun activities, have a 
bonfire and maybe brave the corn maze. 
Wristband costs for the play area activities 
will be covered for all kids (corn maze does 



cost extra) so bring a friend!  Please contact Emily Kann if 
you are interested in attending by October 16th 
(kannfamily4@gmail.com or text to 319-530-9736) and the 
number of wristbands your group will need. 

Finally, it’s never too soon to start thinking about 

Christmas. Our Christmas program this year will be on 
Sunday, December 18th. Rehearsals will start on 
November 13th, with a dress rehearsal and pizza 
party on Saturday, December 17th from 9 am – 
noon. Mark your calendars! 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
Women’s Bible Study is reading the Having a Mary Spirit now 
and they meet at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, in the church lower 
level. 

 

News from Ngaeni 
Dear Pastor.  
Thank you for informing us about the celebration of 150 years 
of your church. Congratulations to all the members of 
Swedesburg Lutheran Church. It is possible to send photos for 
pig shelters although sometimes communication network is 
unavailable, however I will try. We expect ELCT Pastors 
Conference on 24th to 30th Sept 2016 which will be held at 
Dodoma the capital city of Tanzania. We are praying for you 
that God may provide you with Love, Joy and peace.  

Pastor Kinkoro 
 

Cemetery Committee 
The Cemetery Committee meeting was postponed to Tuesday, 
November 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the church lower level. 
 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School Kits 
Thank you to everyone that has donated school supplies for the 
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(WELCA). Our local WELCA purchases the necessary school 
bags to hold these supplies. There are only a few items that are 
still needed for this year’s mission. Please do not donate items 
with any religious symbols, messages or your congregation’s 
name. Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. 
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flag, patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed 
forces, including camouflage. All items should be new and in 
good condition. A box is set up in the narthex (entryway) for 
these supplies. The 3 remaining items that are needed include: 
 

 One pencil sharpener, 
 One box of 16 or 24 crayons, 
 and 5 black or blue ink pens. 
Last day school kit donations will be gathered is October 9th. 
Thank you for your donations! 

 
WELCA 

These meetings will take place on Wednesday, October 26: 
 9:15 a.m. Rachel Circle at the museum 
 2:00 p.m. Mary Martha at the museum 

 
Library 

The following books are new additions to the church library, 
thanks to the generous donation by Betty Molander: 

1. This is the Holy Land, A Pilgrimage in Words and 
Pictures, Conducted by Fulton J. Sheen, Photographed 
by Yousuf Karsh, Described by H.V. Morton. With an 
introduction by Bishop Sheen; 

2. Living in the Time of Jesus of Nazareth, by Peter 
Connolly; and 

3. Reader’s Digest The Story of Jesus.  

 
Worship and Music Committee 

The Committee looked at the worship schedule for October and 
November. October 2 - Now the Feast and Celebration; Oct. 9 - 
Mark Kimzey, organist; Oct. 16 - ELW Setting #3; Oct. 23 - 
Chicago Folk Service; Oct. 30 - Reformation Sunday; Nov. 6 - 
All Saints Sunday; Nov. 13 - Now the Feast and Celebration; 
Nov. 20 - Thanksgiving Service at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
We will start using the new version of the Lord's Prayer on the 
Sundays we use Now the Feast and Celebration. We will also 
begin having a musical Call to Worship beginning in November, 
singing a more contemporary song for this. We will have the old 
hymn books out in the narthex through October. These are free 
for the taking. Our next meeting is November 9 at 7:00 p.m.  

 



Hayride 
Put Sunday, October 9th on your calendar as the day that the 
Evangelism Committee hosts a hayride for the church and 
Swedesburg community. See the flier later in this newsletter. 
Meet at the parish hall for the rides and yard games from 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m., as well as enjoying roasting hot dogs over a 
bonfire. Bring a friend! 

 
Churchmen Pancake Breakfast 

You are invited to a Pancake Breakfast at the Swedesburg 
Parish Hall on Sunday, November 6, 2016. Serving will be from 
7:00 a.m. until 9:30 a.m. Menu items include: pancakes, 
sausage, eggs, juice and coffee. Free-will offering will support 
local efforts to help alleviate world hunger through “Food 
Resources Bank”. Pancake Breakfast Sponsored by Swedesburg 
Churchmen of Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 
Worship Services Available 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 
listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 
a.m. on the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM. Our entire hourly weekly 
worship service may be listened to on the church website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org 
Click on “weekly worship services”, and then select “Launch 
Media Player”. Click on the weekly service you wish to listen to. 
 
Each prior month’s newsletter is available on our website: 
www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then 
“newsletter”, and then click any month to read it. 
 
You may see the church calendar on the website. Changes are 
made to it as they occur. 

 
Federal Privacy Laws 

Because of Federal Privacy Laws (HIPPA), if you or a member 
of your family are hospitalized and would like the Pastor to 
visit, please contact the church office at (319) 254-2216, or 
Pastor Mark at (319) 631-8564. 
 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
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Annual Meeting Notice 
The Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church will meet for our 
annual meeting in January, 2017. Please remember that 
Confirmed members need to commune and have a 
contribution on record by the end of 2016 in order to vote at 
this meeting. Make certain you sign the friendship pads in 
your row.  
 

 
Warming Hearts with God’s Love and a 

Good Pair of Mittens 
 
Far too often, there are children who arrive at LSI’s Beloit and 
Bremwood Residential Treatment Centers with almost nothing in 
their possession. And for children or youth who have been in the 
foster care system, it’s not uncommon for them to arrive with 
everything they own in a single garbage bag.  
 
We give thanks for Iowa congregations because you faithfully respond 
to these needs, year after year! As winter approaches, LSI relies on 
your loving support to meet the demand for hats, gloves and mittens 
for children and youth at Beloit and Bremwood. With your generous 
donation, each child can have the chance to shop for their own winter 
clothing.  
 
Your church has likely received or will soon be receiving a letter 
inviting you to participate in LSI’s hats and mittens appeal. If you 
would like more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI 
director of philanthropy and church relations, at 
deborah.whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of 
Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated 
social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of 

mailto:deborah.whitford@LSIowa.org


LSA  (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all 
ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, 
ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at 
www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 

Seeds of Hope 
The kids at the Beloit Residential Treatment Center in Ames have 
been hard at work this year in the Beloit Learning Garden.  
 
The space gives kids the chance to learn new skills each week, like 
gardening and growing healthy foods. “I love seeing how excited the 
kids get about the vegetables and picking them. Any time the kids are 
around healthy food, it’s really great,” says garden volunteer Rachel.  
 
Kyanni has learned plenty of new lessons about farming. When she’s 
in the garden, she’s hard at work finding her favorite vegetable—
broccoli—or helping the younger kids find good foods to pick and 
send back to Beloit’s dining room.  
 
Kids like Paul have found a passion for farming and a love of 
vegetables thanks to the garden and its volunteers. Paul has been 
working in the garden throughout the year, and he loves learning 
about nature and making new food every week. His favorite vegetable 
is zucchini, which he now gets to grow in the garden.  
 
When he grows up, Paul wants to be a farmer and plant “a whole 
bunch of stuff” for his family. Thanks to the generous gifts of our 
donors, kids like Paul are growing up with access to healthy foods and 
a love of the outdoors.  

 
Food Resources of Henry County, Inc. 

Would you please consider donating grain or cash to the Food 
Resources of Henry County in 2016? We were successful in 2015 
raising $35,000 of our $40,000 goal to help feed the less fortunate 
people of the world, but there is still a greater need at hand. Henry 
County is one of over 200 U.S. growing projects that supports over 50 
projects around the world, benefitting over a million people per year. 
Our total goal for 2016 is $40,000 from growing project grain yields 
and donations. 
 
Your assistance in our humanitarian effort would be greatly 
appreciated. You would join other concerned Henry County, Iowa 
citizens in making possible Food Resources Bank’s long sustainable 
food security programs implemented by their members all across the 
United States to some of the poorest communities in the world. Your 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
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spirit of generosity and compassion for others makes the world a 
better place by supporting families in their efforts to feed their 
children. May you be blessed in the rich measure that you have been 
a blessing!  
 
If you would prefer to donate cash, make your check payable to Food 
Resources Bank, (and you may donate during the October service 
offerings at Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church by writing 
Food Resources Bank on your check). If you decide to donate grain, 
almost all elevators in Henry County will turn your grain into cash 
and mail a check. Thank you for your support. 

–Loren Beachy, President FRB 
 

WACO CROP Drive 
C.R.O.P. Drive dates this year are October 2-31, 2016. Communities 
Responding to Overcome Poverty provides funds for those who need 
it most, both around the world and here at home. Once again, 25% of 
proceeds will be used within our own WACO Community. Please give 
generously throughout the month of October! You may donate by 
marking your check “CROP” and place it in the offering plate any 
time during October. NOTE: There are new online giving options at: 
www.crophungerwalk.org/waylandia. 

 
Mental Health First Aid Class 

You are more likely to encounter someone in an emotional or mental 
crisis than someone having a heart attack. Anyone can take the 
Mental Health First Aid course – from professionals to caring 
community members. Mental Health First Aid teaches a 5-step action 
plan to offer initial help to people with the signs and symptoms of a 
mental illness or in a crisis, and connect them with the appropriate 
professional, peer, social, or self-help fare. Anyone can take Mental 
Health First Aid including professionals, nurses, educators, nurse 
educators, social workers, state policymakers, volunteers, families 
and the general public. If interested, contact Peggy Loveless at email 
mhedspecialists@gmail.com, or phone 319-530-9847. Additional 
information may be read from the two posters on the bulletin board 
in the church basement. 
 

Part D Open Enrollment— 
Opportunity to Save Money 

Only 13% of people with Medicare Part D plans change their drug 
plans each year (on average). Relatively few people on Medicare have 
used the annual open enrollment period from October 15--December 
7 to switch Part D prescription drug plans. Yet in Iowa, 50% of the 
people who received help from the state of Iowa’s Senior Health 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/waylandia
mailto:mhedspecialists@gmail.com


Insurance Information Program (SHIIP) changed plans for 2016 and 
had combined savings over $16 million. If you’re not doing an annual 
check of your Part D coverage you could be missing out on big 
savings. 
 
Every year Medicare Part D plans can change the drugs they cover, 
their premiums, co-payments, deductibles, restrictions (such as a 
limit on the quantity you can fill) and pharmacies in their networks. 
The Annual Notice of Change from your current drug plan is due in 
your mailbox by September 30. Don’t ignore it. Look at the changes 
your plan has made. Then do a comparison of 2017 Part D plans to be 
sure you are in the plan that best meets your needs. 
SHIIP counselors are ready to help you compare plans. Don’t 
wait…Call today to schedule your appointment. SHIIP is a free, 
confidential service of the State of Iowa Insurance Division. SHIIP 
counselors are available across the state to help answer your 
Medicare questions. Call The Fellowship Cup at 319-385-3242 to 
schedule your appointment today with a SHIIP counselor! 
 

  



 
We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the 
year. Each week we will pray for about five church families. 
Please pray in October for: 

 

October 2 
Curt and Renee Ridinger 
Duston & Sarah Ridinger, Miranda, Elijah 
Randy & Keri Robb, Michael, Sarah 
Derek Rodgers 
Devin & Amber Rodgers, Alley, Lennox 
 

October 9 
Wayne and Mary Lou Rodgers 
Rodney and Taryn Ryan, Hailey, Aubrey 
Ralph and Cherry Sandeen, Alexander, Nicholas, Hallie 
Doug and Shirley Schermer 
Doug Schlatter, Nicole 
 

October 16 
Chris and Cyndthia Schrader, Christian Baxter, Kayden 
David & Shannon Sells, Caitlin, Catrina 
Michael and Judith Sells 
Phyllis Shadley 
Mike and Heather Sharp, Jordan, Jonathan 
 

October 23 
Casey & Melanie Simpson, Josette, Joseph, Jacob, Samantha 
Adam and Brooke Smith, Courtney, Delaney 
Darrel & Gail Smith 
Kinsey Sovern, Riley 
Dennis and Stacy Speidel 
 

October 30 
Delbert Steffens 
Amanda Stout 
Brian Stout 
Carissa Stout 
Emily Stout  

 



October Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday on their 
special day: 
  1 Lil Chrisinger 
 Marilyn Goldenberg 
 Seth Orr 
  2 Angelina Martinez 
  4 Gayle Olson 
  7 Betty Carlson 
 Jordan Larson 
  8 Ashley Olson 
  9 Deb Reid 
10 Leon Peterson 
11  Zoe Wagner 
12 Erin Thurman 
 Brian Johnson 
 Shari Tolander 
13 Kay Alvine 
14 Kim Anderson 
 Marc Benson 
 Jody Gott 
      Kolbein Ostby 
 Michelle Kempf 
15 Jean Kracaw 
 Jennifer Olson 
17  Cale Caboth 
 Dylan Mullin 
 

18  Hunter Anderson 
19  Kurt Alvine 
21  Ken Lindeen 
     Rebekah Kimzey 
22  Sara Jones 
      Daniel Mullin 
 Lennox Rodgers 
23  Lisa Olson 
     Paige Woline 
24 Dusty Beichter 
 Anissa Martinez 
25 Lindsay Miller 
26  Johanna Crawford 
     Nancy Taylor 
28  Carmen Benson 
     Aaron Kempf 
     Patty Waterhouse  
29 Eric Frank 
30  Ryan Woline 
     Noah Provino 
     Courtney Smith 
31 Mike McClure 
     Heather Lindeen 
 

October Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 
  1  Mark and Linda Kimzey 

  3  Brandon and Hanna Jones 
  8  Kirk and Leah Alliman 
10  Kris and Michelle Kelley 
11 Mike and Judy Sells 
17  Paul and Darci Zoss 
21  John and Jennifer Wagner 
23 Jeff and Deidre Zihlman 
 
Please help the church office update their records by submitting any 

birthday, anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



CONGREGATION REFLECTIONS 

 

 

 
PRAY FOR: 

 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported 

by this congregation.  
 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro 

and people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner 

congregation in Tanzania.  
 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 

 
THANKS ARE DUE . . . 

 Craig Grothe for leading us in worship on Sunday, 
September 25 while Pastor Mark was away.  

 

 

 

Update your church wireless password: The church has a 
new wireless password. Should you need it is: nrde4mxn.  
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